
 

 
July 16, 2020 

 

 

Dear Grant Families, 

 

I hope this communication finds you and your families well.  I know everyone is anxious to learn the 

District’s plans for the 2020/21 school year.  While I am outlining our reopening plan for you here, 

please know that guidance to schools is fluid and our plan could change at any time between now and 

the first day of school.  This correspondence will serve as the first of many to communicate needed 

information, but I want to begin by sharing what drove our decision making.  The physical, social, 

and emotional health and wellbeing of our students and staff is a priority each and every year.  Since 

last spring, we have had to think about physical health and safety in a changed way.  In order for 

Grant Community High School to effectively implement the joint guidance provided by the Illinois 

State Board of Education (ISBE) and the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), it will be 

necessary for all of us to be open to doing things in a different way than we have done in the past.  

Please know changes for next school year are grounded in our belief that it is our responsibility to 

provide a school environment where both students and staff feel safe.  Establishing a focus on 

teaching and learning may be difficult at best, in the absence of perceived safety. 

 

It is certainly equally important that we provide an excellent educational program.  We acknowledge 

that there is no substitute for quality in-person instruction and that there is tremendous value in the 

connections established between teachers and students.  To that end, the District’s goal for the fall is 

to safely bring back as many students as possible for in-person instruction.  However, in order to 

comply with the joint guidance provided, we are planning to begin the year in a blended remote 

learning format.  Please know it is our goal to transition to fully in-person instruction as quickly as it 

is feasible to do so.   

 

With blended remote learning, the student body will be divided in half, to exercise social distancing 

as much as possible, get acclimated to required face coverings, daily health checks, changed corridor 

and lunch procedures, changed drop-off and pickup procedures, abide by individual space 

constraints, increased schoolwide cleaning and disinfection, etc.  Families with last names A-L will 

learn in-person on Mondays and Tuesdays, while learning remotely Wednesday through Friday.  

Families with the last names M-Z will learn remotely Monday through Wednesday and attend in-

person on Thursdays and Fridays.  Consideration will be given to schedule students living in the 

same household on common in-person days, regardless of last name.   

 

There will be some exceptions to the blended remote learning format.  As recommended by ISBE, 

we are seeking to maximize in-person instruction for students that have Individualized Education 

Programs (IEPs), 504 Plans, and/or receive English language supports.  These students will be 
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scheduled on campus Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, with remote learning on Wednesday 

only.  Additionally, students enrolled in the Transitions Program will attend Monday through Friday.  

 
Blended Remote Learning Model 

Developed in Partnership with District 124 Consortium Schools 

 Monday & Tuesday Wednesday Thursday & Friday 

Families Last Names A-L In-Person Learning No in-person learning 

so building can be 

disinfected between 

groups.  Remote 

learning plans TBD. 

Remote Learning 

Families Last Names M-Z Remote Learning No in-person learning 

so building can be 

disinfected between 

groups.  Remote 

learning plans TBD. 

In-Person Learning 

Students with IEPs, 504 

Plans and/or receiving 

English language supports 

In-Person Learning No in-person learning 

so building can be 

disinfected between 

groups.  Remote 

learning plans TBD. 

In-Person Learning 

 

 

From the valuable survey feedback provided to us, we know that there is a significant number of 

families, approximately 16%, that do not feel comfortable returning to campus in the fall.  For the 

2020/21 school year only, we will offer a fully remote learning option through both the District’s 

online learning platform, Edgenuity, and the Illinois Virtual High School.  Families considering this 

option should review available course offerings by clicking here, as choices are less robust than the 

District provided curriculum and there will be less direct teacher support.  Once families have 

identified they would like remote learning, counselors will be in touch to discuss course options and 

alternatives.  Families who wish to opt-in to fully remote learning must notify the District no later 

than Friday, July 24, 2020 by 3:00 P.M.  There is a link below to the Family Decision for Fall 

Opening Form, which must be completed to opt-in to remote learning.  The opt-in for fully remote 

learning requires a commitment of no less than one semester at a time.  Students may elect to 

transition back to in-person learning for second semester, if so desired.  The fully remote learning 

semester will take place August 18 to December 18.  For those considering this option, it is important 

to know remote learning students will not be permitted to participate in on-campus extracurricular, 

co-curricular and/or Tech Campus programs.  All other school services remain available to those 

remote learning.    

 

As you talk with your student(s) and contemplate the blended or fully remote learning options for 

next year, please consider that students attending in the blended format will be expected to strictly 

adhere to the revised safety standards currently being established by the District.  Minimally, this 

includes wearing a face covering, abiding by social distancing requirements, daily health checks, 

assigned seating for designated lunch areas and on buses, etc.  It will take the cooperation and 

understanding of all involved to make the start of the school year as smooth as possible.  To that end, 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pJvp-mu-AnXKXMEJcGoUCz7mAP3fKPXZ0JRvVr2uC9o/edit?usp=sharing


if a student is not willing to cooperate with the required safety procedures, we ask that you consider 

the remote learning option.    

 

All families are asked to complete a Family Decision for Fall Opening Form which can be found 

here or on the home page of the District website at www.grantbulldogs.org.  This form will 

communicate to the district whether you prefer the blended learning or fully remote learning option 

for first semester only.  If you do not complete this form your student will be scheduled for the 

blended learning option and expected to attend in-person on their scheduled days.  Additionally, we 

are asking families in this form to commit to a transportation option.  With the space limitations set 

forth by ISBE/IDPH, busing must be carefully planned in advance.  There will be expanded 

opportunities for students to park on campus during our time in blended learning.  If you can commit 

to transporting your student to and from school, and/or permit students to transport themselves, 

please let us know that in the Family Decision for Fall Opening Form.       

 

There was a need to modify the calendar for 2020/21, a copy of which is attached.  August 13 and 

August 14 will now be student attendance days for freshmen only.  Students with last names A-L 

will attend on August 13 and students with last names M-Z will attend on August 14 (all students 

living in a household will attend on same day).  These two days will replace the freshmen orientation 

that typically takes place the beginning of August.  We look forward to meeting our freshmen and 

will use this time to help them feel well prepared for their first day of school in a new environment.  

The first full day of school for all students will be Monday, August 17.  For families A-L, 

Monday, August 17, will be in-person instruction while families M-Z will begin remote learning.  

For families M-Z, the first day of in-person attendance will be Thursday, August 20.         

 

District stakeholders will continue to meet through the remainder of the summer to further refine 

details and identify the changes that students can expect for the upcoming school year.  As I 

mentioned at the start, this will be the first communication of many.  We are working to reimagine 

our traditional start-up events given the current group size restrictions, i.e. Back to School Night, and 

will communicate details as decisions are made. 

 

I know this was a lot of information, but open lines of communication between school and home will 

be critical throughout the next several months.  The start of this school year will be imperfect no 

matter how much we plan.  A change may be required to these plans before we even get started.  I 

ask for your cooperation and patience as we work out the details, with the promise that we will do the 

best we can with our students at the forefront of all decisions.  If you have any questions, please 

don’t hesitate to ask.  We will be in touch again soon.  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely,  
   

 

Christine A. Sefcik, Ed.D.  

Superintendent  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhf0rn6lN8fMhanKu15YBWHAO9iCk5cSRpGlqYpfLN3ifnQw/viewform?usp=sf_link

